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God of all creation
You have given us 
    the beautiful land we call Australia.
Rich in ancient culture and tradition,
Rich in landscape, plants and animal life;
Rich in resources, laws and social structure,
Offering safety and opportunity.
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Teach us to see those who are at our gates,
To act justly 
    so all may come to the table and
To weep for those 
    who perish before they are invited.
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Where there is hunger in our world
May we share our food and resources
and contribute our skills and knowledge
to create a sustainable food supply.
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Where there is disaster
May we respond quickly and generously
To bring relief to those injured 
    and deprived of homes
and help them to rebuild their lives 
    and communities.
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Where Indigenous communities are displaced 
    in their own land,
May we acknowledge the wrongs of the past,
Recognise the richness of their culture
And empower all Indigenous Peoples 
    to determine their own future.
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God of all creation
Give us clear eyes to see the whole world
So that we may never take for granted 
    the gifts you have given
Or think they belong to us alone.
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Give us open hearts 
   to reach out from our comfort
   and open our gates
To walk in solidarity with our neighbours.




AFAS 
Australian Filipino Augustinian 

Solidarity 

‘Find out how much God has given you and from it take what 
you need; the remainder is needed by others.’ 

Saint Augustine: 
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Story of AFAS - 

In 1992 – 27 years ago, Fr Peter Weineke, sent three teachers to an Augustinian conference in the Philippines. On the way back to Australia they discussed what it means to stand in solidarity with Augustinian communities in the Philippines. From this discussion AFAS the  Australian Filipino Augustinian Solidarity was formed.. 

AFAS aims to provide an opportunity for friendship and solidarity between the students and staff of Augustinian schools and colleges in the Philippines and in Australia.  Villanova students and staff come to learn and to appreciate the Filipino culture and gain insight into what it means to live in a developing country.  There is a strong sense of solidarity as AFAS strives to work with Augustinian communities to support struggling, talented, students to gain an education. 

Solidarity is about valuing our fellow human beings and respecting who they are as individuals. We stand in solidarity with the people of the Philippines, working to build positive relationships of mutual respect and support.  Pope Benedict, described solidarity as the simple demand of fraternity, where we treat each other as brothers and sisters.  
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Our first exchange in 1993 saw a group of three teachers and 7 Villanova boys begin the journey of building friendships and trust with the Augustinian communities.  Some of the boys in this photo now have sons here at school. 
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This photo shows you the difference that you have made.  The photos on the left are the original classrooms at Divino Amore High School in Talisay.  It is run by the Divine Love sisters.  Each typhoon season the classroom would be blown down, and they would need to rebuild.  The building on the right is one of the new school buildings.  As a result of the funding and donations from Villanova, the school was able to build a typhoon proof building.  The little hut that the students are entering was the staff room. 
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These photos show you what the inside of the classroom building looked like.  There was one class for all students, from 7am til 12pm in the morning, with between 50 and 60 students in the class.  They would often have to share the chairs.  The second class of another 50 or 60 students would then begin at 12pm and go through to 5pm.  There was no other way for these students to be able to get an education, but they valued it so much. 
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This is what the classrooms look like today!!  
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Goals of the 2019 AFAS exchange – 

 

The 2019 exchange will endeavour to continue the good work of the previous exchanges.  We will work with the communities and continue to extend the hand of friendship and solidarity. 
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Luke Devitt photos
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Mark Stower photos
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We will continue to work on projects, working side by side with the filipino people to build better communities, where they can live with dignity. But we will also be working to make sure that the funds that you provide are put to the best use in the type of projects we fund, and how we can improve what we are doing. 
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Goals of the 2019 AFAS exchange – 

We will meet with the current scholars and their families again and pass on our encouragement and support for their studies.   Another one of the tasks for the exchange is meet the new scholars and their families going into the future.  






Mission day 2019

What does love look like? It has the hands to 
help others. It has the feet to hasten to the 
poor and needy. It has eyes to see misery and 
want. It has the ears to hear the sighs and 
sorrows of men. That is what love looks like. 

Saint Augustine 



Mission day 2019



Filipino world
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